Rainfall boosts levels of lakes - 06/14/04
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Rainfall boosts levels of lakes

Metro Detroit waterfront property owners, anglers cheer increase tied to
heavy rains
By John Wisely / The Detroit News

HARRISON TOWNSHIP — Heavy,
recent rains that have flooded basements
and roads have also boosted Michigan's
lake levels.
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The higher water levels across Metro Detroit have buoyed spirits as well
as boats, and offered hope to anglers and waterfront property owners who
have suffered from below-average lake levels for the past five years.

“Last year, | couldn’'t get my boat home. (The water) was too shallow,”
said Jim Krause, who lives on Lake St. Clair in Harrison Township.
“Now, it's docked right outside my house where it belongs.”

Lake St. Clair isup 9 inches from last June. Lakes Michigan and Huron
are up 1 foot.

“Normally at thistime, the lake levels are rising but with all therain,
they’ve been rising, even faster,” said Scott Thieme of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineersin Detroit. “We' ve definitely had an increase.”

Great Lakes levels have been below average since 1999 — but they were
above average for 30 years before that, Thieme said.

“Anything like this helps,” he said.
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Higher lake levels reduce damage to pleasure boaters, who have less
chance of running aground, and improve shipping efficiency by letting
freightersload more weight on each run, without scraping bottom in the
shallow shipping channels, Thieme said.

Inland lakes also are higher as aresult of all the rain, Oakland County
Drain Commissioner John McCulloch said.

“For the most part, the lake levels are up and will provide a great
recreational summer for the lakefront owners,” McCulloch said.

McCulloch said some low-lying waterfront property owners have seen
water creeping up their back yards, but he hasn't heard any reports of
home damage tied to rising lake levels.

Commerce Lake is up more than 10 inches since last June. Walled Lake
isup amost 8 inches. Lake Waumegah in Springfield Township is up
more than 3 inches since last June and even more since early spring, said
Dr. Paul Haduck, chair of the Waumegah Lake Board.

“We can actually cast out there and not hit dry land,” said Haduck, who
fishes with his 6-year-old son, P.J. “It's made the fishing alot better,
too.”

You can reach John Wisely at (313) 222-2035 or jwisely@detnews.com.
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